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1
MO PAU

1. Li do chon dé tai

ba thanh quy luét, hu phuong luén 1a mot trong nhitng
nhan t6 quyet dinh thing loi cua chién tranh. Trong cudc khang
chién chéng My, ctru nuée (1954-1975), hau phuong mién Bac
xay dung chu nghia xa hoi (CNXH) duoc xac dinh 1a nhan td
“quyét dinh nhdt d6i véi sy phat trién cia toan bg cdch mang
Viét Nam, doi voi si nghiép thong nhdt nede nha” [39, tr. 917].

Tuy nhién, van dé cot tir dat ra 1a 1am thé nao chuyén tai
duoc khoi strc manh toan dién, ma cin ban nhat va trude hét
chinh 14 sirc ngudi, strc cua tir hdu phuong mién Bic vao chién
truong mién Nam? Trong chi dao va diéu hanh cudc chién tranh
cach mang, B Chinh tri Trung wong Pang sém quyét dinh m¢
dudng chién lugc dua sirc manh cia hdu phuong 16n mién Béc
vao chién truong mién Nam. Pai tuong VO Nguyén Giap, mot
trong sb6 cac vi lanh dao/chi huy/kién tric su dau tién [60, tr.
304] cta con duong, khang dinh: “d6 1a mot trong nhimg nhan
t6 c6 ¥ nghia chién luoc quyét dinh dua cudc khang chién vi dai
cua dan toc ta dén th'f\ng loi hoan toan” [20, tr. 18].

Bit dau khoi thong tir ndm 1959, dén khi két thic thing
loi cudc khang chién chéng My, ciru nude (1975), mot hé thong
vén tai chi vién mang tam chién lugc va toan dién da dugc thiét
lap, gom tuyen van tai trén bo vuot Truong Son, tuyén van tai
trén bién, tuyén duong 6ng xang dau, tuyén duong khong va
tuyén duong chuyén ngan. Trong do, riéng tuyén duong trén bd
vuot Truong Son, véi 5 truc doc va 21 truc ngang da tré thanh
“mot tran do bat quai gdm nhitng mang ludi dudng xuyén qua
ring ram” [157, p. 46]. Nhan thiy vai tro to 16n cia duong
Truong Son d6i voi su phat trién cua cach mang mién Nam c6
thé de doa truc tiép dén su sup d6 cua ché do Viét Nam Cong
hoa (VNCH), dé quéc My da tién hanh cudc chién tranh ngin
chin quy mé 16n. Nha Tring huy dong gan nhu tong luc stc
manh ctia nén coéng nghiép va nhimg bd 6¢ hang dau vé chinh
tri, quan su, khoa hoc, ky thuét, cong ngh¢ cung cd may quan
su khéng 15. Cudc chién ngin chin duong Truong Son duoc
Nha Tring ddy 1én dén dinh cao tir cudi nim 1968, khi trién
khai loai hinh chién tranh c6ng nghé cao trén quy mé 16n. Nha
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Trang da huy dong c¢d may chién tranh khong 16 cia minh gom
hau hét cac quan chung, binh ching: Thuy quén lyc chién, bod
binh, quan du, khong quéan (khong quan chién lugc, khong quan
hai quéan, khong quan thuy quan luc chién), phao binh, cong
binh, biét kich, tham bdo,... Riéng luc luwong khong quan dugc
huy dong ¢ mirc cao tir cac san bay thudc vung | chién thuét,
Téan Son Nhét, Guam, Okinawa va céc can ct trén dat Thai Lan,
v6i nhiéu vii khi va phuong tién chién tranh hién dai: cac thiét
bi trinh sat dién tir, may bay trinh sat dién tur, may bay cuong
kich trang bi nhitng thiét bi cong nghé cao, hé théng chuyén
tiép trén khong, hé thong hudng dan phia trudce, phao 175 mm
(“vua chién truong”), cac loai bom min thé hé méi (bom chum,
bom laser, bom tir treong), st dung hoa chét khai quang, thim
chi tién hanh ca bién doi khi tuong, nhiing phuong phap tac
chién — tiép véan phuec tap, ... Tat ca két hop thanh hé thong lién
hoan, c6 kha nang phat hién moi loai xam nhédp, moi phuong
tién van tai trén duong Truong Son dudi sttc hiuy diét 16n cua
nhiéu loai bom dan. buong Truong Son thuc su tr¢ thanh
“phong thi nghiém” khong 16 cta sitc manh ngan chian My.

DPé dam bao mach mau giao théng van tai khong nging
tudn chdy, dudi sy lanh dao cta Pang, truc tiép la Quén uy
Trung wong va Bo Qudc phong, su phbi hop ctia nhiéu Bg, ban
nganh va cac dia phuong, sy hd trg ciia ban bé quéc té, stre
manh tong hop cua ca dan toc da dugc huy dong cao do. Bing
tri tu€ cua tap thé, tinh than chién dau diing cam, lao dong quén
minh, bat chip moi hi sinh, cac lyc luong trén dudng Truong
Son da luén “danh dich ma di, m¢ duong ma tién!”, “dudng
khong thong, khong tiéc méu xuong”, dé thuc hién tron ven
nhiém vu cta tuyén chi vién chién luoc, gop phan to 16n vao
thing loi ctia cudc khang chién chong My, cru nudc. Puong
Truong Son trd thanh con dudng huyén thoai — mot ki cong
chién lugc vé cudc chién dau chéng ngdn chan, hién than cta
long yéu nudc, y chi quat cudong cia Nhan dan Viét Nam va
cing chinh 13 mot biéu trung sang ngodi cho khat vong thong
nhat dat nudc. Tir thing loi cia cudc chién chong M¥ ngéan
chan duong Truong Son co thé rat ra dwge nhiéu bai hoc kinh
nghiém quy bau trong su nghiép xay dung va bao vé T6 qudc
Viét Nam hién nay.
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Vi vay, nghién ciru vé duong Trudng Son, tiép can tir goc
dd cudc chién tranh ngan chan va chéng ngan chan 1a viéc lam
thuc su c6 y nghia khoa hoc va y nghia thyc tién.

Vé y nghia khoa hoc: Luan an 1a cong trinh khoa hoc dau
tién nghién ctru mot cach chuyén sau, c6 hé théng va khé toan
dién vé cudc chién ngin chin cia My dbi voi duong Truong
Son va cudc chién dau chéng ngin chin cia bd doi Trudng Son
nham dam bao chi vién chién luge trong nhitng ndm 1965-1973;
tir d6 rat ra dic diém va y nghia lich st

Ve y nghia thuc tién: Luan an it ra nhitng bai hoc kinh
nghiém goép phan vao coéng cudc xdy dung va bao v¢ T6 qudc
Viét Nam hién nay; dong thoi cung cap ngudn tu liéu khoa hoc
bd sung cho cong tac nghién ctru, bao ton céac di tich lich st cua
duong Truong Son va hoat dong gido duc lich s, nhét 1a dbi
voi thé hé tre.

Voi vy nghia do, toi lya chon dé tai “Cufc chién chéng
My ngin chin dwong Truwong Son — dwong Ho Chi Minh
trong nhirng nam 1965-1973” lam Ludn an Tién si St hoc,
nganh Lich sir Viét Nam.

2. Muc dich va nhiém vu nghién ciru

2.1. Muc dich nghién ciru

Téi hién toan canh vé cudc chién ngan chan va chéng
ngan chan trén duong Truong Son (1965-1973). Tu do, rat ra
dic diém, y nghia lich str va bai hoc kinh nghiém.

2.2. Nhiém vu nghién ctru

(1) Suu tAm va hé théng héa ngudn tu lidu tir d6 danh gia
tong quan tinh hinh nghién ctru. (2) Hinh thanh céc ludn dé khoa
hoc: (i) Bdi canh ra doi va su phat trlen cua duong Truong Son;
(ii) Muc dich va nhitng thu doan My tién hanh ngin chin duong
Truong Son (1965-1973); (iii) Chu truong cliia phia Viét Nam
Dan chi Cong hoa (Viét Nam DCCH) va céac giai phap chéng
My ngin chin dudng Truong Son. (3) Rut ra nhan xét vé dic
diém, y nghia lich sir va bai hoc kinh nghiém.
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3. Pdi twong va pham vi nghién ctru

3.1. Pdi twong nghién ciru

Cudc chién chéng My ngin chin cia cac luc luong
Truong Son (1965-1973) gém cac luc lwong vil trang, thanh
nién xung phong, din cong hoa tuyén hoat dong trén duong
Truong Son va Nhan déan dia phuong noi tuyén duong di qua.

3.2. Pham vi nghién ciru

—ve khong gian: Tap trung nghién ctru nhirng trong diém
ngan chan va chdng ngin chin dién hinh tai cac ctra khau nhap
tuyén vao phia Tay Truong Son, dia ban phia Nam va Bic truc
duong 9, cung khu vyuc Trung — Nam Lao.

— Vé thoi gian: Turngdy 3-4-1965 dén ngay 22-2-1973.

— Vé néi dung: Voi nghién ciru ndy, ludn an tip trung
chuyén sau vao vai tro cua by doi Trudong Son — luc lugng trong
yéu tién hanh cudc chién chdng My ngan chén va hinh thic
chéng ngin chin. Noi dung cu thé gdm: Cing ¢ va phat trién
lyc luong voi trong tdm la cong tac gido duc chinh tri — tu
tudng, td churc luc luong va dam bao doi séng cho luc luong
toan tuyén. Phét trién thé tran chdng My ngin chan toan dién
v6i viéc dam bao hé thng giao thong, da dang hoéa phuong
thirc van tai, thuc hién nguy trang, nghi binh, phdi hop cing
cach mang Lao, Campuchia va to chuc danh tra két hop chu
dong tién cong.

4. Nguon tw liéu va phuwong phap nghién ciru

4.1. Ngudn tu liéu nghién ciru

(i) Tai li€u luu trir cua Viét Nam DCCH va Viét Nam
Cong hoa (VNCH). (ii) Cac cong trinh da xuit ban va nhiing
bai nghién ciru dugc cong bd trén cac tap chi _chuyén nganh
(tleng Viét/Anh). (iii) Nguon tu liéu tir phong van nhan chimg,
hdi ki, anh tu liéu va internet.

4.2. Phuwong phap nghién ciru

Luén an sir dung phuong phép luén duy vét bién chung va
duy vét lich st. Luan an st dung cac phuong phap nghién ctru:
lich str, logic, phan loai, phé binh str li¢u, phan tich, so sanh lich
sir, d6i chiéu tu liéu, thong ké, phong van nhan chimg, chuyén
gia va tong hop, danh gia.
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5. Pong gop cua luin an

(1) La cong trinh nghién ctru khoa hoc ¢6 hé thong vé cude
chién ngan chin va chéng ngan chan duong Truong Son (1965-
1973) 1am rd muc dich My tién hanh ngan chin, nhing thii doan
ngan chin va tai hién cudc chién chong My ngan chan cua bo
d6i Truong Son, tip trung tai cac trong diém/cum trong diém
dién hinh. (ii) Rut ra ddc diém, y nghia lich sir cta cudc chién
ngan chin va chéng ngin chan dudng Truong Son (1965-1973).
(iii) Rt ra nhimg bai hoc kinh nghiém gop phan vao cong cudc
xay dung va bao vé To qudc hién nay. (iv) Gop phan nghién ciru
chuyén sau hon vé cudc khang chién chdng My, cu nudc
(1954-1975); bd sung ngudn tu liéu cho cong tic nghién clu,
bao ton cac di tich lich sir lién quan dudong Truong Son va tham
vén cho hoat dong giao duc lich str, nhat 14 ddi véi thé hé tré.

6. B cuc ciia luan an

Ngoai cac phan mé dau (8 trang), két luan (6 trang), tai
li€u tham khéao (23 trang) va phu luc, ndi dung chinh dai 115
trang, gdm 4 chuong: “Chwong 1. Tong quan van dé& nghién
ctru” (14 trang); “Chwong 2. My tién hanh ngin chin duong
Truong Son (1965-1973)” (35 trang); “Chwong 3. Hoat dong
chéng dé qudc My ngin chin duong Truong Son (1965-1973)”
(43 trang) va “Chuong 4. Mot s6 nhan xét va bai hoc kinh
nghiém” (23 trang).
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NOI DUNG

_) CHUONG1
TONG QUAN VAN DE NGHIEN CUU

1.1. Vén dé nghién ciru

Trong cudc khang chién chéng My, ctru nudc (1954-
1975), duong Truong Son 1a hé théng van tai chién luoc co y
nghia 16n véi cach mang mién Nam. Bdi vdy, My va chinh
quyén VNCH tién liéu néu khong ngin chin duoc tuyén duong
thi hé luy khon luong. Trong giai doan 1965-1973, My da huy
dong sirc manh khong 16 dé ngan chan duong Truong Son. Co
dam bao giao thong vén tai thong subt, chién dau va gianh chién
théng trude cude chién tranh ngan chan nay, by doi Truong Son
moi hoan thanh nhiém vu chién luge. Do d6, nghién ctru vé
cudc chién ddu chéng My ngin chian dudong Truong Son do bd
d6i Poan 559 dam nhiém chinh (1965-1973) mang y nghia thiét
thuc gop phan 1am séang t6 mot so ndi dung cic cong trinh trudc
day con bo ngo.

1.2. Tinh hinh nghién ciru

1.2.1. Vé cudc chién ngin chin cia My ddi véi duong
Truong Son

Con it cong trinh trong nude tiép cén theo khia canh nay
hoidc tiép can chua hé théng. Chii yéu co cac cong trinh nudc
ngoai con thién vé hoat dong cua khong quan, chién tranh cong
nghé cao, luc lugng biét kich, tham béo va st dung hoa chét.

1.2.2. V@ cudc chién ddu chong My ngin chin duong
Truomg Son va dam bio sw thong sudt cia tuyén duong

C6 nhiéu cong trinh trong nudc mang tinh khai quat cao
hodc chuyén vé cac luc lugng binh ching thudc bd doi Truong
Son 1a cha yéu.

1.2.3. V& vai trd va y nghia ciia cudc chién chong My
ngin chin dwong Truong Son ddi véi cong cude thong nhit
dat nuée

Pa s6 1a cac cong trinh mang tinh tong luan, viéc phan tich
vai tro va néu bat y nghia cua khia canh nay chua duogc di sau.
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1.3. Két qua nghién ciru va nhirng vin dé can tiép tuc
nghién ciru

Tinh dén nay, nghién ctru vé& duong Trudng Son khong
phai 1a cha dé méi. Tuy nhién, khia canh vé hiéu qué ciia cudc
chién chdng ngin chin chua duoc nghién ctru day da. Du vay,
cac cong trinh d6 12 ngudn tu 1idu tham khao can thiét, cung cap
thém co sd khach quan cho viéc nghién ctru luén an.

Tt nhimg trinh bay trén, tdc gia ludn an nhan thdy van
con nhitng vin dé can tiep tuc nghién ciru va manh dan di sdu
nghién ciru, lam ré, nhat la trong nhitng nam 1965-1973 khi
cudc chién ngan chan va chéng ngan chdn dién ra dc liét nhat,
d6 1a: (i) Luan giai muc dich My tién hanh ngin chin duong
Truong Son. (i) Tai hién vé& cudc chién ngin chin cua My dbi
v6éi duong Truong Son (1965-1973). (iii) Tai hién vé cudc
chién d4u chéng ngin chin duong Truong Son trong nhing
nam 1965-1973. (iv) Rut ra dac diém, v nghia lich su, bai hoc
kinh nghiém cia cudc chién ngan chin va chdng ngin chin
duong Truong Son (1965-1973).
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~ CHUONG 2
MY TIEN HANH NGAN CHAN
PUONG TRUONG SON (1965-1973)

2. Boi canh lich sir

2.1.1. Boi canh quéc té va chién lwoc ngin chiin chi
nghia cfng san cia My

Sau Chién tranh thé gi6i 1an thir 2, ngin chan chii nghia
cdng san la myc ti€u s6 mot cua My. Viét Nam la mbi quan tam
ngin chin hang dau cia My & Pong Nam A. Khdi xi hoi cha
nghia dan xuat hién sy bat dong gitra Lién X6 va Trung Qudc.

2.1.2. Yéu cau chi vién cho cach mang mién Nam Viét
Nam sau Hi€p dinh Genéve

Céch mang mién Nam gdp nhiéu kho khin. Nghi quyét 15
cia Trung wong Dang vach r6 con duong cho cach mang mién
Nam. Trudc tinh hinh Vi tuyen 17 tr¢ thanh gidi tuyén quén sy
tam thoi, con dudng nao dé chi vién tir mién Béc vao mién Nam
trd thanh van dé cap thiét. Trong lich str dau tranh chéng ngoai
xam cua dan toc Viét Nam, nhitng con duong di qua dia ban
rimg nai Truong Son c6 vai tro luu théng stre ngudi, sire cla rat
quan trong. Nhing ndm khang chién chéng thyc dan Phéap
(1945-1954), cac tuyen duong giao lién men theo day Truong
Son ra doi, gop phan két ndi nhiéu khu cin cir khang chién trén
ca nudc va & ca dia ban Trung — Ha Lao hay Pong Bic
Campuchia. Day 1a nhiing tién dé goi ¥ viéc mo duong trong
cudc khang chién chdng My, ctru nudc. Pudong Truong Son ra
doi 1a su tat yéu.

2.1.3. Hoat dong chi vién trén dwomg Trudong Son
truéc nam 1965

Trong vong 5 nam (1959-1964), tu nhitng khao sat ban
dau, Poan 559 da to chirc gui thd, tién 1én két hop mé duong 6
t6 da chién va van tai dudng song trén ching duong dai gan
2.000 km. Poan 559 di giao cho cac chién truong 2. 912 tAn
hang va dam bao cho hon 12.000 can b9, chién si qua tuyén vao
chién trudong. Tir 500 can bo, chién si, Poan 559 di co quan s6
hon 8.000 [34, tr. 129]. Tur vén tai thd so budce déau két hop va
phat trién vén tai co gidi & quy mo trung doan, bude dau xay
dung nén lyc luong hop thanh gdm van tai — bo binh — cong
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binh — phong khong. Néu nhu vao ndm 1964, trén duong
Truong Son, mot s6 don vi cép trung doan di duoc dua vao
chién truong mién Nam, thi sang 1965, Su doan 325B, 7 trung
doan bo binh, hang chuc tiéu doan phdo binh, cong binh va cac
binh chung khac dé hanh quan qua tuyén, vao dén Khu 5 va Tay
Nguyén. Sy phat trién cua tuyén vén tai quan sy chi vién chién
lugc Tru’cmg Son va lyc lugng Poan 559 giai doan nay gop phan
vao sy “chuyén minh” cua cach mang mién Nam. Co6 thé khang
dinh sy phat trién cua duong Trudng Son cho dén trude nim
1965 1a tién dé can ban chudn bi cho cac budc phat trién ¢ giai
doan tiép theo cua nhi¢m vu van tai quan sy chi vién chién lugc.

2.2. Cudc chién ngin chin cia My doi véi duong
Truong Son

2.2.1. Muc dich ngén chan

My tép trung nguon lyc vao danh pha duong Truong Son
nham “cdt dirt chi vién ciia hdu phwong I6n, cing co vi tri My va
phdi hitu Lao, ¢é ldp cdch mang mién Nam (TG nhin manh)” va
budc Ha Noi ganh chiu “cai gia phai tra”, qua nhitng “don danh”
nay giup 6n dinh tinh hinh VNCH, néng cao tinh than quéan doi
Sai Gon dé tiép tuc cudc chién tranh [107, tr. 370; 169, p. 103].
Trong nhitng nam 1965-1973, M¥ khang dinh: “viéc ngin chin
da tro' thanh mot chién dich chi yéu nham bit duong mon Ho
Chi Minh va cac duong tiép té 16n khac cua dbi phuong (Viét
Nam DCCH — TG)” [29, tr. 244]. Xét trén cuc dién tinh hinh
Lao, My con mudn “lin chiém va danh pha ving giai phong,
nhét 1a & khu vuc Trung va Ha Lao, nham ngan chan duong van
chuyén chién lugc cua ta (Vist Nam DCCH - TG)”. Péi véi
Campuchia, My toan tinh danh bat Viét Nam DCCH “ra khoi
Campuchia, tiéu diét phong trao cach mang Campuchia, nhanh
chong thanh 13p phong tuyén chién luoc méi & Pong - Nam A
dé ngan chan phong trao cach mang” [45, tr. 224-225].

2.2.2. Nhirng thd doan ngan chan

Tir giita nhimg ndm 1960, My timg budc huy dong ngudn
luc 16n va tién hanh nhiéu tha doan ngin chin duong Truong
Son. Giai doan 1965-1968, My cho may bay danh pha ac liét tai
cac trong diém/cum trong diém chu yéu ¢ nhimg cira khau nhap
tuyén sang Tay Truong Son, khu vyuc phia Bic, Nam duong 9
va Trung — Ha Lao. Ké tir cudi nam 1968, véi viéc thiét 1ap
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hang rao dién t¢ Mc Namara, thuc hién chuong trinh Igloo
White, My chinh thirc trién khai chién trudng dién tir — ty dong
hoa nhiam ting hiéu qua cudc chién tranh ngin chin duong
Truong Son. HE théng cam bién dién tor duoc cai cim trén
duong Truong Son thyuc chat 1a phuong tién thu thap tin tirc tinh
bao ¢ trinh d6 cong nghé cao. Vi hé thong tiép nhan, xu li
ngudn tin tirc nay tir may bay chuyén dung dén Trung tim diéu
hanh & Nakhon Phanom (Théi Lan) va cadc may bay danh pha,
My tao nén mot mang ludi khép kin, lién hoan trong cach thurc
ngan chan tinh vi va hién dai bac nhat thoi biy gio.

Ciing tir cudi nim 1968, My diéu chinh ké hoach danh
pha bang khong quan véi viée trién khai luc lugng may bay
hoat dong theo muia van chuyén trén duong Trudng Son. Khong
nhitng vy, My con si dung cic chat héa hoc véi thong qua
hoat dong phun rai chat doc khai quang (Ranch Hand) va thyuc
hién ca chuong trinh bién ddi khi twong ddy tinh vi (Popeye va
Commando Lava). Bén canh viéc sit dung may bay cho cac hoat
dong ngan chin néu trén, may bay My con cho tién hanh tha
hang triéu to truyén don dé thyc hién tim li chién. Ddi véi viée
st dung lyc Iwgng mat dat, My tién hanh cac hoat dong quy mo
nho (tham bao, biét kich); ciing nhu to chirc nhiéu cudc hanh
quan néng lan & nhidu quy mo. Pién hinh nhat 1a cudc hanh
quan Lam Son 719 vé6i sy huy dong 16n vé ngudn luc va tham
vong cua chién dich. Puong Trudng Son vi vay tré thanh mot
chién truong ctia cudc chién tranh ngin chin mang quy mé toan
dién, c6 tinh chét téng luc, véi su tinh vi va khdc 1iét chua ting
6. Khéi phirc hop thach thie d6 1a chudng ngai cuc ki 16n dbi
v6i bo d6i Truong Son trong cude chién déu chong My ngin
chan (1965-1973).
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CHUONG 3 '
HOAT PONG CHONG PE QUOC MY
NGAN CHAN PUONG TRUONG SON
(1965-1973)

3.1. Cha trwong va su chi dao ctiia Dang

Béy manh tic chién, cing cb dia ban viing manh toan
dién, phdi hop chat ché cung cac chién truong va phat dong moi
luc luong trén tuyén chdng ngin chin véi hinh thire da dang, co
hiéu qua. Dé quan triét va hién thyuc hoa cac chi dao ciia Pang,
viéc nghiém tic lua chon va bé tri can bd phu trach tr Pang uy
— Bo Tu 1énh Poan 559 dén diu mbi cac Tuyén, Binh tram va
mdi don vi duoc chi trong hang dau. Ngudn can bd ciia Poan
déu co dao dirc cach mang, pham chat va ning luc cong tic,
duoc Bo Tong Tu Iénh diéu dong, bo sung tir cic co quan, don
vi phia Béc, co quan cia Bo Qudc phong, cac quan — binh
ching va ca can bd dan — chinh — Pang. Dé phat trlen ndi bo,
bang uy — Bo Tu 1énh Doan 559 ban hanh nghi quyet chuyén
de vé cong tac can bg, ludn chi trong bdi dudng ngudn can bo
cap trung doan, sur doan va twong duong & trinh d6 chi huy hiép
dong binh chung. Su linh dao ctua Trung wong Pang va Quan
iy Trung uong ludn dugc Pang iy — B6 Tu 1énh Poan cu thé
hoa théng cac Nghi quyét hanh dong, hay viéc kip thoi nim bat
tinh hinh thuc tién. Trén co s& do, bang uy — B6 Tu 1énh Poan
c¢6 hudng chi dao giai quyét nhanh chong trude tinh hinh danh
pha ac liét cia My. Khong nhiing vay, viéc diéu chinh, rut kinh
nghiém sau moi dot chién dich van tai hay “Téng cong kich”
déu dién ra subt mua van chuyén nhdm nang cao chat luong
hoat dong toan tuyén.

3.2. B di Trudng Son ciing ¢b va phat trién lye lrong

Thuc hién déng bd va hi€u qua cong tac giao duc chinh tri
— tu tuong, to chire luc lugng viing chic, ddm bao sb lugng va
chat lugng, dam bao doi sdng cho luc lwong toan tuyén va phdi
hop chét ché voi cach mang Lao va Campuchia. Nhin chung,
néu quy udc tong quan so cua Doan 559 nam 1965 1a 1 dé so
sanh thi cr sau mdi ndm (tinh dén nam 1973), con s6 nay déu
c6 sy ting truong. Nam 1968 ting 1én gap 2,3 1an. Nhitng nim
1969-1973, ti 1¢ taing manh. Pién hinh nhu nim 1971 gap 4,9
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lan; nam 1972 gip 5,4 1an va nam 1973 dén 6 lan [79, tr. 274-
276]. Xu huéng chung vé bién ché quan sé mdi luc lugng thude
bd d6i Trudong Son ciing déu phat trién qua ting nim. Tinh
trung binh, quan sb van tai duoc can ddi & mirc 21,72% va luc
luong chién dau bao dam 1a 54,82% [16, tr. 578-579]. V& co
ban, d chénh léch bién ché t6 chirc sau mdi nam khong 16n.
Diéu nay vira cung ¢d luc lugng toan Doan qua ting ndm, vira
tranh gy xdo tron sy cén dbi ctia toan tuyén. Trén toan tuyén,
nhitng nam 1965-1973, ndi bat 1én voi su chuyen bién cua hinh
thai t6 chtrc va phat trién lyc luong tir cap tuyén, 1én binh tram.
Khi truong thanh hon nita vé khau to chirc, bo d6i Truong Son
kip thoi phat trién 1én mé hinh t6 chirc Su doan Khu vuc. Bén
canh d6, luon co su két hop gitra luyc luong tai chd véi luc
lugng co dong. Luc lugng tai chd 1a cac binh tram duogc bién
ché cac binh chung theo quy dinh. Luc luong co dong 13 nhiing
trung doan/su doan binh chung chuyén mon thyc hi€n nhiém vu
trén cac dia ban theo yéu cau cép bach cu thé. Hai luc luong
nay tuong hd nhau trong qua trinh thyc hién nhiém vu chi vién
chién luogc va chéng ngan chan [69, tr. 90]. Pé danh théng cudc
chién ngan chan cua My va déy manh chi vién chién luoc, bd
d6i Truong Son con chu trong déy manh hoat dong cua luc
luong quan y, giao lién nham cham soc chat luong ngudn luc.

3.3. Bo ddi Truong Son phat trién thé tran chéng My
ngan chin

Do 1a thé tran chién tranh nhan dan véi sttc manh téng
hop, bién héa va bén bi; dam bao hé thdng giao thong ving
chic, da dang hoa hé théng van tai; nguy trang, nghi binh xuét
séc phdi hop chit ché véi cach mang Lao, Campuchia; t6 chuc
tién cong hiép dong binh chung nhuan nhuyen chu dong danh
tra, tién cong sic bén va gianh thang loi cubi cing.

Trong d6, su phat trién cia cac truc dudng doc, duong
ngang va duong tranh déu c6 xu hudng ting theo 3 mdc cac
nam khi ddi chiéu voi timg loai duong nay (1965-1966, 1967-
1968 va 1971-1972). Ti 1¢ duong tranh so véi duong doc va
duong ngang c6 xu hudng ting phan anh viéc nang cip hé
thdng giao thong dap g cac yéu cau khach quan trong van tai
chi vién chién luoc, nhét 1a trude su ngin chin ac liét cang vé
sau cua My.
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Vé da dang hoa phuong thic van tai: Cing v6i nong cot
1a van tai bang xe co gidi voi nhiéu chién thuat bién hoa, trong
nhitng nim 1969-1973, khi cudc chién ngin chin va chéng
ngan chan tré nén ac i€t hon, viéc che giéu, bao toan lyc lugng
trén tuyén Truong Son cang trd nén quan trong. Van tai duong
thity va véan tai duong 6ng xing dau trén Trudng Son 13 hai
phuong thirc khac dugc quan tdm thyc hién, phéi hop. Trén co
& tim hiéu, khao ctu va ndm kha virng cac quy ludt ty nhién,
bd d6i Truong Son timg bude “khic ché” va “khai thac” dong
chay cta nudc nhu mot phuong ti€n hiru hiéu cho vén tai duong
thity (séng, sudi). Cac tuyén kénh/dap bang coc tre, bang dat da,
ludi dé phén chia va diéu phéi dong nudc ciing nhu ngudn hang
1a nhitng nd lyc sang tao 16n cua bo doi Truong Son. Khong
nhing vdy, sy sang tao trong viéc trién khai vén tai bang duong
ong xang dau ciing khién My bat ngd. Sy phat trién cta tuyén
duong 6ng gép thém vao thé tién cong trong cuc dién chung
mot miii dot kich doc dao. Khi dua tuyén duong dng xing dau
vao van hanh da giam viéc chuyén cho bang cac cach thire khac
trudc do tung gap pha1 khoéng it nguy hlem va t6n that. Xing
dau dugce dam bao giup ting tir 25-30% tong s6 phwong tién co
gidi phuc vu van chuyén. Phuong thirc nay chimg t sy uu viét
hon han moi bién phap khac trudc d6. Thyc té trong chién dau,
nguy trang va nghi binh da tr¢ thanh mot phuong thirc chong
MY ngén chan, vira gop phan bao toan luc lugng trén tuyén, vira
g6p phan nang cao hiéu qua van chuyén. Tac chién hiép dong
binh ching véi ddc thu cia tuyén van tai Truong Son lay hat
nhan 14 hoat ddng van tai, cac hoat dong ctia by ddi cong binh
va lyc lugng phong khong tao thanh bo ba nong cdt: xe-cong-
phao. Thém vao do6, cac luc lugng khac ciing dugc to chirc hop
1, ph01 hop nhip nhang dé dat myc tiéu chung trong nhiém vu
chién lugc gin vé6i qué trinh phdi hop cung luc lwong cach
mang Lao va Campuchia.

Déi voi cong tac chi huy, trong tdm 1a nam viing nguyén
tac lién tuc, truc tiép trén co so trién khai mang thong tin vion
dén cac cap binh tram, cac tram chi huy giao théng. Mang
thong tin vo tuyén song cuc ngan dugc bao dam tbt gilta cac
binh tram v&i céc chét trong diém, nhitng tran dia phao va luc
luong bo binh. Vé trang bi khi tai théng tin cho toan tuyén, néu
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quy wéc nim 1965 ti 1¢ 1a 1 thi co ban sau ting nam (tinh dén
nam 1973), ti 1& nay déu ting. Pién hinh nhu nam 1968, khi tai
thong tin gap 17 1an. Pang chti y nhét, con s nay vao timg nim
1971, 1972 va 1973 lan luot ting gap 60 lan, ~67 1an va 76 lan
[61, tr. 69; 79, tr. 274-276].

Tai duong Truong Son, nhiém vu phong khong 1a doi hoi
bt thiét phai dugc giai quyét hang dau. S6 liéu vé bién ché
phdo cao xa va sung may phong khéng 12,7 mm phan anh nd
lyc 16n trong thyc hién nhiém vy bao vé toan tuyén. Neu quy
udc nam 1965, téng s6 phao cao xa la 1 thi ‘nam 1968 so nay
tang gap 3 lan. bang luu ¥, nam 1970, con sO nay tang gap 6,3
lan va cao nhat dén 8 1an vao nam 1972. V&i siing may 12,7
mm, quy udc s liéu nim 1965 1a 1 thi dén nim 1968 d ting
gap 3,5 1an. Tiéu biéu nhat, nim 1970, 1971 va 1972 lan luot
tang dén 4,4 lan, 4,5 lan va 5 lan [79, tr. 274-276].

Heé thong “dudng kin” ra doi tao ra thé trin mai cho tuyén
chi vién chién luoc, co chinh dién vugt khau kéo dai 250 km,
v6i 6 tuyén cit ngang diy Truong Son ndi véi Tay Truong Son.
Trén “dudng kin”, xe chay sudt ngdy dém dudi nhitng tan rimg
gia dé tranh bi may bay phat hién va danh pha (trir khi di qua
sudi can hay vuot su6i qua cac ngam) Ban dém, mot s6 doan xe
van tiép tuc ché hang trén tuyén “duong ho”, két hop voi viée
nguy trang, nghi binh dé danh lira AC-130, b5y chung vao khu
vuc cho bd d6i phong khong tiéu diét. Tinh dén ngay 30-1-1972,
“duong kin” duoc thong toan tuyén. Hi¢u qua vén tai theo
phuong thirc ndy chimg minh trong thuc té nhanh hon tir 10-20
ngay so voi trude, Két qua van chuyén mua kho 1971-1972 la
72.441 tn, dat dén 145% so v6i chi tiéu. Pang luu ¥, tuyén
"duong kin" da ddm nhiém dugc 71% kh01 luong xe va hang
hoa cua ké hoach van chuyén cho cudc tién cong chién luoc
1972 [34, tr. 192]. Trai qua qua trinh chéng My ngin chin
(1965-1973), bo doi Truong Son da vugt 1€n nhitng thir thach
ac liét va timg budc danh bai cac thu doan cta dbi phuong.
Trong d6, viéc danh bai cac cudc hanh quan, ndng 14n quy mé
vira va 1on; cac hoat ddng ctia tham béo, biét kich; cac tran danh
pha ctia may bay véi vii khi, khi tai hién dai bac nhat bay gio,
ddc biét 1a khic ché va 1am pha san sy tinh vi cua chién truong
dién tir — tu dong hoa la nhitng dién hinh.
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Theo théng k&, trong nhiing ndm 1965-1973, bo doi
Truong Son d3 loai khoi vong chién ddu hon 15.500 tén, bin
thi€t hai hon 900 may bay cac loai cia My [8, tr. 101]. Do la
chua ké hét cac hang trim loai vii khi, cing hang ngan khi tai
hién dai khac dugc MY st dung trong cudc chién tranh ngan
chin c6 quy mé 16n nay vao duong Trudng Son. V&i sy thit bai
trong cac nd luc trién khai luc lugng trén bd & nhiéu muc do
(ma dinh cao 13 chién dich Lam Son 719), cung viéc ngung
trién khai chién dich Commando Hunt VII (mua khé 1971-
1972), ciing nhu két thiic tién hanh chién dich Igloo White (thuc
chit 1a loai hinh tac chién trinh do cong ngh¢ cao cua chién
truong dién tir), My da gian tiép thira nhan vé sy sup d6 hoan
toan cuia cudc chién ngan chin duong Truong Son.

Giit virng, ciing ¢d va phat trién manh tuyén véan tai quan
su chi vién chién luoc huyét mach, by d6i Truong Son da vuot
qua cudc chién tranh ngan chan ctia My, dam bao thyc hién tdt
nhiém vu hdu can then chdt. Néu nhu giai doan 2 (1965-1968),
Poan 559 van chuyén dugc khdi lwong hang héa chi vién cho
cac chién truong gap 11,9 lan giai doan 1 (1959-1964). Giai
doan 3 (1969-1972), con s6 nay con 4n tuong hon nhiéu lan:
gap 33 lan so voi giai doan 2, va gip den 180 lan giai doan 1
[59, tr. 48-49]. P6 ciing chinh 1a nhimng sb liéu gian tiép phan
anh két qua chién diu chéng My ngén chén trong thuc tién cua
bd doi Trudong Son. Danh thing cudc chién tranh ngan chdn
duong Trudng Son con gan bd mat thiét v6i viéc cung cd va mo
rong dia ban hoat dong cua tuyen van tai quan sy chi vién chién
luge. Hé thong nay khong nhitng chi vién déc luc cho su phat
trién va 16n manh cta cach mang mién Nam Viét Nam, ma con
12 ngudn cung cap hau can chién luge truc tiép cho cudc dau
tranh cach mang ciia Nhan dan Lao va Campuchia trong giai
doan cudi 1973-1975.
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CHUONG 4
_ MOT SO NHAN XET
VA BAI HQC KINH NGHIEM

4.1. Pic diém

Cudc chién dién ra trén khong gian rong 16n, lién tuc, ac
liét, v6i nhidu luc lwong tham gia; cac bién phap chong My
ngan chan dugc thuc hién da dang va c6 sy doan két chién dau
ctia Nhan dan ba nudéc Péng Duong.

4.2. Y nghia lich sir

Bao vé mot biéu tuong dién hinh trong cugc khang chién
chéng My, ctru nu6e; hoan thanh nhiém vu vén tai quan sy chi
vién chién lwoc (VTQSCVCL), gop phan thu hut va tiéu hao
sinh luc ctia ddi phuong; gop phan quan trong vao thang lgi cta
cudc khang chlen chéng My, ctru nude va gbp phan xting dang
vao su phat trién vuot bic cta nghé thuat quan sy Viét Nam.

4.3. Bai hgc kinh nghiém

Quan triét va van dung hiu qua sy chi dao cia Dang vé
tu tuong tién cong trong nhiém vu VTQSCVCL; chu trong
nhan t6 con ‘nguoi, tang cudng t6 chirc va phat trién luc luong
dam bao thang lgi nhiém vu VTQSCVCL; chu dong bam sat
thuc tién va danh bai moi 4m muu, thi doan ngan chan hé théng
VTQSCVCL trong bdi canh chién tranh cong nghé cao; ting
cuong cung c¢d khbi doan két lién minh Viét Nam — Lao —
Campuchia.
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KET LUAN

1. Pé ngan chan sy chi vién tur mién Bdc cho cdch mang
mién Nam, tir nam 1965, dé quéc My tien hanh cugc chién tranh
xdam lwgc mang tinh toan dién. Trong do, duwong Truong Son
tré thanh trong diém ngan chdn. Sau Hiép dinh Genéve (21-7-
1954), Vi tuyén 17 ting budc dugc My va VNCH xem la
“duong bién giéi” dé thuc hién y dinh lau dai bién mién Nam
Viét Nam thanh mét qudc gia riéng thudc “thé gidi tw do”. Vi
tuyén 17 tir gioi tuyén quan sy tam thoi tré thanh noi chia cit
dat nudc. Bleu d6 tac dong sau sic dén tdm tu, nguyén vong
cta dai da sb dong bao, can bd va chién si. Budc vao cudc
khang chién chdng My, ctru nudc chinh 1a tiép tuc thyc hién
cudc cadch mang dan toc dan chd nhan dan tai mién Nam, cling
nham dé bao vé nén doc 1ap ctia nude Viét Nam DCCH.

Nghi quyét 15 ciia Trung wvong Pang ra doi mé ra bude
tién méi cho duong huong phat trién ctia cach mang Viét Nam.
Tt phong trao Bong khoi (1959-1960), cach mang mién Nam
timg bude “chuyén minh” va phat trién manh mé. M01 budc
tién ciia cach mang mién Nam gdn b6 mat thiét v6i ngudn luc
chi vién tir hau phuong 16n mién Bic. Tu day, duong Truong
Son timg budc phat trién dap Gmg yéu ciu chi vién cho mién
Nam, phuc vu cudc chién tranh giai phong dan toc. C6 thé
khang dinh rang: Su phat trién cia duong Truong Son gin lién
vOi sy 16n manh cua cach mang mién Nam. Nhung dbi voi My,
chimg nao duong Truong Son con ton tai — dong nghia vdi moi
quan ngai sau sic hang dau cia My van dai dang.

Chuyén tir hinh thai “chién tranh dic biét” sang hinh thai
“chién tranh cuc bd”, My quyét truc tiép st dung lyc lugng
duogc trang bi hién dai va vii luc vuogt trdi trong cude ddi dau véi
Viét Nam DCCH. D6 1a cudc ddi dau giita mot bén day manh
thuc hién nhiém vu chi vién chién lugc trén da phat trién vé thé
va lyc cach mang (nhitng nam 1964-1965), bén con lai dya trén
wu thé moi mit cua siéu cuong khdi TBCN tham vong dat dugc
nhitng muc tiéu trong ké hoach ngin chan. Vi I& d6, diéu tat yéu
vé mot cude chién cuc ki khdc liét thude khong gian duong
Truong Son dit sém hay mudn it ciing dién ra. Pay 1a cudc
chién tranh danh pha hé thong hau can chién luogc c6 quy mod
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16n hiém c6 trong lich sir quan su thé gii. Boi 18, My da huy
dong va trién khai téng luc, c6 hé théng va bai ban, dua cudc
chién tranh ngin chin tir nhig phuong thirc thong thuong dén
cudc chién tranh mang tinh tg dong hoa kha cao. Du luc nay,
Viét Nam DCCH van ¢ trinh do phat trién cia mot nudce ndng
nghiép va tiém luc vat chét con thap.

2. Cude chién chong My ngan chin dwong Truong Son la
mét bé phdan khang khit ciia cudc khdang chién chong My, ciru
nuoc. Thyc hién nhiém vy van tai quan sy chi vién chién luoc
1a yéu cau cip bach va xuyén sudt cudc khang chién chéng My,
ctru nudc (1954-1975). Sy phét trién cia cach mang mién Nam
gén chdt voi tinh lién tuc va 1on manh cua hoat dong trén tuyén
chi vién Trudng Son. D6 1a sy dam bao mang tinh két ndi chién
lugc gitra hau phuwong 16n mién Béic véi tién tuyén 16n mién
Nam. Vi vi tri va vai tro cua minh, su doc dao cua tuyén van
tai quan su chi vién chién lugc Truong Son vira & chd 1a hé
théng hau can tiép té then chét, cling 132 mét chién truong dac
biét khdc liét, ddng thoi con 1a hudng tién cong uy luc, cb tinh
dot pha cao. Noi day dién ra cudc do stc mang tinh toan dién,
quy mo 16n gitra lyc Ivgng cach mang va phan cach mang.

Vé phia My va dong minh, viéc tién hanh cudc chién
tranh ngin chin duong Truong Son c6 tic dong chung dén cac
chinh sach cia My tai VNCH va rong hon 1a ban dio Dong
Duong. Véi Viét Nam DCCH, chién truong dic thu trén tuyen
van tai quan sy chi vién chién luoc Truong Son cung tién tuyén
16n mién Nam, hau phuong 16n mién Bic va cac chién truong
khéc la noi “chia ltra” trong cude chién d4u toan dién, 4c liét va
mang tinh séng con tai nhiéu khu vuc cua ban dao Bong Duong.

Khong chi don thuan 1a tuyén van tai quan su trong yéu,
duong Truong Son cling chinh 1a mét hudng quan trong thu hut
va tiéu diét sinh luc d6i phuong v6i nguon v khi, khi tai 16n,
hién dai bac nhat lic bay gio. Sy tién trién ciia cudc chién dau
chong ngan chan tai day co tac dong da chiéu, dat trong thé tran
chung ctia ca cudc khang chién chong My, ctru nude.

3. Cugc chién dau chong ngan chan cua bg doi Truong
Son trdi qua nhitng thir thach khoc liét chia timg cé trong lich
sit chong ngogai xam cua dan toc. Su khoc liét d6 khong nhiing
thé hién qua so lugng bom dan doi xuong Trudong Son, ma con
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thé hién & nhiéu khia canh khéc, nhu: sy tinh vi va muc st
thuong cua bom dan véi cuong dd cao, mat do day dac, dang
cha y 1a xut hién nhiéu loai bom min thé hé¢ méi (“thong
minh”); 1a cudc chién tranh di khai thac nhiéu hoa chit tinh vi
hay vé chién truong dién tir — tu dong hoa tinh xdo va rat dang
gom, v.v.

DPdi mit voi stc manh cua My, b d6i Truong Son budc
vao cudc chién ddu séng con bang tinh than “dam déanh, biét
danh, quyét danh va quyét thing”. Pay 1a su ké thira cua truyén
thong yéu nudc quat cuong hang ngan nim cia dan tdc Viét
Nam. Dudéi sy lanh dao cua Pang Lao dong Viét Nam va Chu
tich H6 Chi Minh, 1ong yéu nudc duoc phat huy ¢ tam thé cao
hon, tré thanh chii nghia anh hing cach mang. Bang quyét tim
16n, ban linh vitng vang, long diing cdm, sy muu tri va sang tao,
bd doi Truong Son da timg budc khic ché, tién 1én dénh bai
cudc chién tranh ngdn chin cua My. Thing loi to 16n d6 gian bo
mat thiét véi viec déy manh thyc hién nhiém vu vén tai quan sy
chi vién chién lugc cho cach mang mién Nam va cac chién
truong khac tai Dong Duong. Phai khang dinh rang: Panh thing
cudc chién ngin chin cua My ddi voi tuyén vén tai quan sy chi
vién chién luge Truong Son 1a mot thanh tuyu mang tam cao tri
tué va ban linh con nguoi Viét Nam; do la chién thang cua tu
duy tong hop bién ching trong li ludn va nghé thuat quan sy
Viét Nam trudce tu duy, li ludn tuyén tinh, thién vé ky thuat cua
d6i phuong; 1a chién thing cua stc manh ¥ chi — tinh than quat
khéi trude sitc manh vat chat hién dai cua dé quéc My.

Bén canh nhiing thanh qua dat dugc, trong thyc hién
nhiém vy, by doi Truong Son ciling c6 mot s6 han ché. Véi tinh
than nghiém tic phé binh va ting budc cai thién, chat luong
hoat dong cua toan Doan trong cudc chién déu chong My ngan
chan da dugc nang 1én. Diéu d6 minh ching qua su phat trién
cua hé thong van tai quan sy chi vién chién luoc Truong Son —
dudng HO6 Chi Minh trong giai doan cubi cta cudc khang chién
chbéng My, ctru nude (1973-1975).

4. Thing loi ciia cude chién dau chong My ngan chdan dwong
Truong Son con la thanh qua chung cua quan va dan ba muede Dong
Durong. Sy phat trién ctia tuyén van tai quan su chi vién chién lwoc
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Trudng Son gan b mat thiét voi qua trinh dau tranh cach mang cia
quan, dan ba nuéc Dong Duong.

Ké tir khi “lat canh” sang phia Tay Truong Son (1961), tuyen
van tai quan sy chi vién chién lugc timg budc viron siu, viron xa vé
phia Trung va Nam Lao, den ca viung Dong Bic Campuchia. Su
phat trién d6 phan 4nh nhu ciu tat yéu ctia tuyen hau can chién luoc
cho cudc khang chién chdng My, ciru nude. Dong thoi, day ciing 1a
minh chung sinh dong phan anh nhiing doi hoi khach quan trong
yéu cau chi vién cta cach mang Lao va Campuchia.

Su giup sttc cua Nhan dan Lao va Campuchia noi tuyén
duong di qua va vung hanh lang xung quanh da dugc thé hién
trén nhiéu khia canh. Trong d6, néu khong co su “dong tam
hi¢p luc” ciia Nhén dan Lao va Campuchia thi hé thong duong
chi vién Trudng Son khé c6 thé mo rong va cung cb. P6i mat
v6i sy danh pha ngan chan khéc liét cia My cing déng minh,
néu thiéu di sy “ddng cam cong khd” cua Nhan dan Lao va
Campuchia thi cudc chién ddu dam bao cho tuyén hau can chién
lugc dugce thong sudt it trd nén cam go hon gip boi. Khong
nhitng vay, su can thi€p sdu cia My vao ndi b Lao (ké ttr 1962)
va Campuchia (ké tir 1970) khién noi tinh cia mdi nudc phirc
tap hon. Do d6, cudc d4u tranh chinh nghia vi doc 14p cua Nhan
dan hai nudc bi tac dong da chiéu, gip nhiéu khé khin néu
thiéu di tuyén tiép té chién lugc. Vi vdy, tuyén hau can chi vién
chién luoc Trudng Son cang giit vai tro trung tim, mang tinh tat
yéu va then chdt cho quan va dan ba nuéc Dong Duong day
manh cudc dau tranh cach mang vi muc tiéu chung.

Pién hinh nhu nhitng nim 1970-1971, su phdi hop chit
ché cua quan va dan ba nuéc Dong Duong da lam nén nhiing
thanh qua to 16n, danh bai tirng budc chién lugc “Viét Nam hoa
chién tranh”, “Lao hoa chién tranh” va “Kho-me hoa chién
tranh” cia My. Cho nén, vi¢c dam bao cho sy thong sudt cua
tuyén van tdi quan sy chi vién chién luge Truong Son di qua dia
ban ba nudc Pong Duong cang mang ¥ nghia chién lugc. Thing
loi nay gop phan vun dip nén tuong dai bang vang vé tinh doan
két hiru nghi dic biét ciia dan toc Viét Nam — Lao — Campuchia
trong cudc khang chién chéng My, ciru nude.

5. Cudc chién tranh ngan chin va chong ngan chan
dwong Trieong Son dé lai nhitng bai hoc lich sir sdu sdc cho
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cong cugc xdy dung va bao vé T ) quéc Viet Nam xd hoi chu
nghia hém nay va mai sau. Tl thyc tién sinh dong cia bo doi
Truong Son, trudc hét va trén hét do 1a viéc quan triét sau sic,
van dung linh hoat chii nghia Méc — Lénin, tu tudng HO Chi
Minh va dudng 16i cach mang cua Péang trong thyc hién nhiém
vu van tai quan sy chi vién chién luoc.

Trai qua cudc chién ddu chdng My ngin chin khoc liét tai
Trudong Son, chil nghia anh hung cach mang Viét Nam dugc
hun dc, phat huy rd nét va da gianh thing loi. Piéu d6 cang
khang dinh vé tdim quan trong cua nhdn t5 con ngudi trong
chién tranh. Con nguoi khi duogc trang bi day du, ding dan va
kip thoi vé chinh tri — tu tudng, duoc toi rén trong thuc tién da
chiu, truong thanh trong méi truong ddu tranh cach mang tré
thanh chu thé tich cuc gop phan xoay chuyén thé tran, 1am chu
vii khi, phuong tién, ting budc dat dugc nhitng thanh tyu trong
su nghiép cach mang. Thing loi va nhiing bai hoc xwong mau
cta cudc chién ddu chéng My ngin chin dudng Truong Son
(1965-1973) d¢ lai nhitng bai hoc kinh nghiém thyc tién vé xay
dung, ciing ¢ va ludn ludn sin sang d6i voi co so ha tang giao
thong van tai trong diéu kién c6 chién tranh (néu xay ra & tuong
lai); vé& nghé thuat lanh dao, chi huy; vé to chirc — phat trién Iuc
lugng dam bao hau can chién lugc va nghé thuat tac chién, nhat
1a hiép ddng binh ching quy mé 16n trong vén tai quan sy véi
thé tran chién tranh nhan dan.

Trong su nghiép bao vé T qudc ngay nay, cong tac chinh
tri — tu tudng cang can duge cha trong sau sdc. Noi bat 1én
trong thuc hanh tic chién, bao dam chién déu 13 sy van dung
linh hoat tu tudng tién cong cach mang — “hat nhan” cho su
phat trién cta qua trinh dau tranh. Trén co s6 do, bai hoc vé
danh gia ding tuong quan lyc luong, vé céc yeu to khach quan
khac, vé phat trién thé tran giao thong van tai, vé td chirc, bd tri
luc Iwgng va cao nhat 13 van hanh hiéu qua phuong thirc tac
chién hiép dong binh chung trong thé tran qudc phong toan dan
— an ninh nhan dan van luén con nguyén gia tri.

V6i bbi canh hién nay, diéu d6 cang trd nén cap thiét dé dap
{mg nhig doi hoi khi thyc hién nhiém vy bao vé T6 quéc tir s6m,
tir xa. Van dung vao thyc tién, nhiém vu xay dung va cting cb hé
théng héu can chi vién chién luoc van tiép tuc dugce quan tdm thuc
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hién. Pidu d6 thé hién s quén triét siu sic va qua trinh thyc hién
nghiém tic Nghi quyét Dai hoi XIII ciia Dang, trong thoi gian t6i 1
Nghi quyét Dai hoi XIV, Nghi quyét 05-NQ/TW v& 6 chirc Quéan
d6i Nhan dan Viét Nam giai doan 2021-2030 va nhimng nim tiép
theo (17-1-2022), Nghi quyét 1658-NQ/QUTW v& lanh dao cong
tac hau cAn Quan d6i Nhan dan Viét Nam dén nim 2030 va nhimng
nam tiép theo (20/2/2022), Nghi quyét 230-NQ/QUTW vé lanh dao
thuc hién o chirc Quan dji Nhan dan Viét Nam giai doan 2021-
2025 va nhitng nam tiép theo (2-4-2022), Nghi quyét 44-NQ/TW vé
chién Iwoc bao vé T6 qudc trong tinh hinh méi. N& luc ddng bd nay
cta toan hé thong chinh tri nhdm phén ddu dén nam 2030 xay dung
Quén d6i Nhan dan Viét Nam cach mang, chinh quy, tinh nhu¢ va
hién dai. Trong d6 dam bao ving chic, thuong xuyén va hiu qua Ve
nhiém vu hau can — k¥ thudt 14 mot tru cot then chdt cia nén qudc
phong toan dan — an ninh nhan dan.

Cho dén hom nay va mai sau, duong Truong Son — duong
HO6 Chi Minh mai mai 1a mot trong nhirng biéu tuong dién hinh
choi loi ctia dan toc Viét Nam quyét tam danh My va thing My,
cua y chi kién cuong, bat khuat, mang tri tué tam cao cta tu duy
tong hop, sang tao, ciia thé tran chién tranh nhan dan v6 song va
khat vong thiéng liéng ngan doi: thong nhdt dat nuée.

V6i st ménh cia minh, duong Truong Son — duong HO6 Chi
Minh tiép tuc giir vai trd trong yéu trong chién luoc phat trién kinh
t& — qubc phong clia nudc nha. Non séng lién mot ddi, hé thong
dwong Trweong Son — dwong H6 Chi Minh cimg toan ddn téc viing
vang tién bude vi mot Viet Nam hoa binh va thinh vieong, vi hanh
phiic ciia Nhan dan.
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INTRODUCTION

1. Reasons for choosing the topic

As a historical rule, the rear area is always a decisive
factor in determining the outcome of a war. During the
resistance war against the U.S for national salvation (1954-
1975), the North Vietnamese rear, tasked with building
socialism, was identified as the factor of "decisive significance
for the development of the entire Vietnamese revolution and the
cause of national reunification" [39, p. 917]. However, the vital
question was how to transport comprehensive power, most
fundamentally and primarily manpower and material resources
from the Northern rear to the Southern battlefield. In directing
the revolutionary war, the Party Central Committee Politburo
early on decided to establish a strategic route to funnel the
strength of great rear into the South. General Vo Nguyen Giap,
one of the primary leaders/commanders/architects of this routes
[60, p. 304], affirmed: "This was one of the factors of decisive
strategic significance that led our nation’s great resistance to
total victory" [20, p. 18].

Initiated in 1959, by the victorious conclusion of the war
in 1975, a comprehensive strategic logistics system had been
established, including: Land transport routes across the Truong
Son mountains, maritime transport routes, fuel pipelines, air
routes and currency transfer channels. Among these, the
overland Truong Son routes alone, with 5 longitudinal and 21
latitudinal axes, became "a complex labyrinth of road networks
through dense jungles" [157, p. 46]. Recognizing that Truong
Son routes's role threatened the survival of the Republic of
Vietnam (RVN) regime, the U.S launched a massive
interdiction campaign. The White House mobilized nearly the
full force of its industrial might, its top political, military, and
scientific minds, and a colossal military machine. The
interdiction of the Truong Son routes reached its peak in late
1968 with the large-scale deployment of high-tech warfare. The
U.S mobilized a massive war machine comprising nearly all
branches: Marines, infantry, paratroopers, air force (strategic,
naval, and marine aviation), artillery, engineers, and
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commandos. Air assets were heavily deployed from airfields in
Tactical Zone I, Tan Son Nhut, Guam, Okinawa, and bases in
Thailand, utilizing advanced weaponry: Electronic sensors and
reconnaissance aircraft. Attack aircraft equipped with high-tech
systems and airborne relays, 175 mm artillery ("king of the
battlefield"). New-generation munitions: cluster bombs, laser-
guided bombs, and magnetic bombs. The use of defoliants
(herbicides) and even weather modification. This integrated
system was designed to detect any infiltration or transport along
the routes and subject it to the immense destructive power of
modern ordnance. Truong Son routes truly became a "giant
laboratory" for American interdiction capabilities.

To ensure this vital artery never ceased to flow, the total
strength of the nation was mobilized under the leadership of the
Party, the Central Military Commission, and the Ministry of
Defense. Through collective wisdom, heroic fighting spirit, and
selfless labor, the forces on the Truong Son routes remained
steadfast in their motto: "Fight the enemy to move forward;
clear the roads to advance!" and "No sacrifice is too great to
keep the roads open". Truong Son routes became a legendary
road — a strategic masterpiece of anti-interdiction warfare and
an embodiment of the patriotism and indomitable will of
Vietnamese people. It stands as a brilliant symbol of the
aspiration for national reunification. From the victory against
U.S interdiction efforts, many valuable lessons can be drawn for
the current cause of building and defending the Fatherland. So,
research on this topic has been a truly meaningful work.

Regarding  scientific  significance:  The  thesis
systematically studies the U.S interdiction war for Truong Son
routes and the war against the interdiction by Truong Son
soldiers (1965-1973), draws out the characteristics, results and
historical significance.

Regarding practical significance: The thesis draws
lessons that contribute to the ongoing construction and defense
of the Vietnamese Fatherland. It also provides valuable
scientific materials for research, preservation, and historical
education, particularly for the younger generation.
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For these reasons, I chose the topic "The war against U.S
interdiction of Truong Son routes — Ho Chi Minh routes in
the years 1965-1973" as my doctoral thesis in history, major in
Vietnamese History.

2. Research purposess and tasks

2.1. Research purposess

Recreating the panoramic picture of interdiction and anti-
interdiction war for Truong Son routes (1965-1973), draw the
characteristics, historical significance and lessons.

2.2. Tasks

(1) Collecting and systematize relevant literature to
provide a comprehensive literature review of the research field.
(2) Forming a system of scientific theses, including: The birth
and development context of Truong Son routes; the U.S
interdiction purposes and methods (1965-1973); the policy of
the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (DRV) and solutions
against the interdiction. (3) Drawing comments and lessons
learned.

3. Research objects and scope

3.1. Research objects

The struggle against U.S interdiction by the Truong Son
forces (1965-1973) involved the regular armed forces, young
volunteers, frontline laborers operating on the routes, and the
local inhabitants residing along its one.

3.2. Scope

(i) In terms of space: Focus on typical interdiction and
anti-interdiction key points at the entrance to the Western
Truong Son, the Southern and Northern areas of route 9", and
the Central and Southern Laos region. (ii) In terms of time:
From 3™ April, 1965 to 22" February, 1973. (iii) In terms of
content: Focus on the U.S interdiction purposes for Truong Son
routes and its tricks; Truong Son soldiers — the key force against
the interdiction and frawing out characteristics, historical
significance and lessons.
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4. Sources of materials and research methods

4.1. Sources of materials and research methods

(i) Archives of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam and
the Republic of Vietnam (RVN). (ii) Published works and
research articles published in specialized journals (Vietnamese
and English). (iii) Sources of information from witness
interviews, memoirs, documentary photos and the internet.

4.2. Research methods

The dissertation employs the methodological framework
of dialectical materialism and historical materialism. It applies
the following research methods: Historical method, logical
method, classification method, historical criticism method,
analytical method, historical comparison method, documentary
comparison method, statistical method, witness interview
method, expert method and synthesis and evaluation method.

5. Contributions of the thesis

(i) This dissertation constitutes a systematic scholarly
study of the interdiction and counter-interdiction war on Truong
Son routes (1965-1973), clarifying the objectives behind the
U.S interdiction efforts, the methods and means employed, and
reconstructing the counter-interdiction struggle waged by
Truong Son forces, with particular focus on typical key nodes
and clusters of critical points along the routes. (ii) It identifies
the main characteristics and assesses the historical significance
of the interdiction and counter-interdiction war on Truong Son
routes (1965-1973). (iii) It draws lessons learned that contribute
to the current task of national construction and defense. (iv) It
contributes to more in-depth scholarly research on the
resistance war against the U.S for national salvation (1954—
1975); supplements source materials for research and the
preservation of historical sites related to Truong Son routes and
provides scientific reference materials for history education,
particularly for the younger generation.



6. Thesis structure

In addition to the introduction (8 pages), conclusion (6
pages), references (23 pages) and appendix, the thesis has 115
pages, including 4 chapters: “Chapter 1. Overview of the
research subject” (14 pages), “Chapter 2. the U.S interdiction
for Truong Son routes (1965-1973)” (35 pages), “Chapter 3.
Anti-imperialist activities against the U.S interdiction for
Truong Son routes (1965-1973)” (43 pages) and “Chapter 4.
Some comments and lessons learned” (23 pages).
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CONTENT

CHAPTER 1
OVERVIEW OF THE RESEARCH SUBJECT

1.1. The research subject

During the resistance war against the U.S for national
salvation (1954-1975), Truong Son routes served as a strategic
transport system of paramount importance to the revolution in
South Vietnam. Consequently, the U.S and the Republic of
Vietnam (RVN) government anticipated that failure to interdict
this route would lead to immeasurable consequences. Between
1965 and 1973, the U.S mobilized its colossal military might to
disrupt and block Truong Son routes. Only by ensuring
seamless logistics, engaging in combat, and triumphing over
this interdiction warfare could the Truong Son soldiers fulfill
their strategic mission. Therefore, researching the struggle
against U.S interdiction efforts, primarily spearheaded by
Group 559 (1965-1973), is of practical significance,
contributing to the clarification of several aspects that previous
studies have yet to fully address.

1.2. Research status

1.2.1. About the U.S interdiction war of Truong Son
routes

There are still few domestic studies that approach this
issue from this perspective, or do so in a systematic manner.
Existing research is predominantly foreign, and it tends to focus
in depth on air force operations, high-technology warfare,
special operations forces, reconnaissance and intelligence
activities, and the U.S of chemical agents.

1.2.2. On the fight against the U.S interdiction of
Truong Son routes and ensure the smooth operation of the
system

Many domestic studies are either highly general in nature
or focus primarily on specific branches and units within Truong
Son forces.
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1.2.3. On the role and significance of the struggle
against the U.S interdiction of Truong Son routes for
national reunification effort

Most of these works are synthetic overviews, and the
analysis of the role and significance of this aspect has not been
examined in depth.

1.3. Research results and issues that need further
research

Up to now, research on Truong Son routes has been not a
completely new topic. However, when approaching previous
works, the effectiveness of the anti-interdiction war has not
been fully studied and evaluated. Abroadly, the assessment of
the tactics’s effectiveness aim at blocking Truong Son routes
has been still limited. However, those works are a necessary
source of reference materials, providing more objective basis
for the thesis research.

From the above presentations, the author’s thesis realizes
that there are still issues that need further research and boldly
delve into research and clarification, especially during the years
1965-1973 when the interdiction and anti-interdiction war was
the most fierce, that is: (i) Explaining the U.S purposess of
interdicting (ii) Recreating the U.S interdiction for Truong Son
routes (1965-1973). (iii) Reenact the fight against this war in
the years 1965-1973. (iv) Draw out the characteristics,
historical significance, and lessons learned.
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CHAPTER 2
THE U.S INTERDICTION
OF TRUONG SON ROUTES (1965-1973)

2.1. Historical background

2.1.1. International context and the U.S strategy of
containing communism

After World War II, the containment of communism
became the U.S foremost strategic objective. Vietnam emerged
as a primary focus of U.S containment efforts in Southeast Asia.
Meanwhile, divergences and growing disagreements gradually
emerged within the socialist bloc, particularly between the
Soviet Union and China.

2.1.2. Request for reinforcement of revolution in South
Vietnam after Genéve Agreement

The revolution in the South faced mounting difficulties.
In response, Resolution No.15 of the Party Central Committee
clearly outlined the path forward for the Southern revolution.
As the 17" Parallel became a temporary military demarcation
line, finding a route to funnel aid from the North to the South
became an urgent priority.

Throughout Vietnam’s history of struggle against foreign
invasion, the paths traversing the rugged Truong Son mountains
have played a vital role in the flow of manpower and resources.
During the resistance against the French (1945-1954),
communication lines along Truong Son range were established,
linking resistance bases across the country and extending into
Central and Lower Laos as well as Northeast Cambodia. These
historical precedents served as the blueprint for opening the trail
during the anti-American resistance. Ultimately, the birth of
Truong Son routes was a historical necessity.

2.1.3. Strategic military transportation and logistical
support along Truong Son routes prior to 1965

Within five years (1959-1964), following initial surveys,
Group 559 transitioned from manual portering to a combination
of field-road construction for motor vehicles and river transport
across a distance of nearly 2.000 km. During this period, the
unit delivered 2.912 tons of supplies to various battlefields and
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ensured the safe passage of over 12.000 officers and soldiers.
Its personnel grew from an initial 500 to over 8.000 [34, p. 129].

Starting with rudimentary transport, the unit began
integrating and developing motorized transport at the
regimental scale, gradually building a combined-arms force
comprising transport, infantry, engineers, and anti-aircraft units.
The expansion of the Truong Son strategic military supply line
and the growth of Group 559 during this phase were
instrumental to the "transformation" of the revolution in the
South. It can be affirmed that the development of Truong Son
routes prior to 1965 served as the fundamental prerequisite,
preparing the groundwork for subsequent advancements in
strategic military logistics.

2.2. The U.S interdiction war for Truong Son routes

2.2.1. Purposes of interdiction

The U.S concentrated its resources on attacking Truong
Son routes with the aim of "severing the support from the Great
Rear, consolidating the positions of the U.S and the Rightist
Lao factions, and isolating the revolution in the South
(emphasis added)" while forcing Hanoi to pay a "heavy price."
These "strikes" were intended to stabilize the situation for the
Republic of Vietnam (RVN) and bolster the morale of the
Saigon army to sustain the war effort [107, p. 370; 169, p. 103].

Between 1965 and 1973, the U.S asserted that
"interdiction has become a primary campaign aimed at sealing
off Ho Chi Minh Trail and other major supply routes of the
adversary (DRV — author’s note)" [29, p. 244]. Regarding the
situation in Laos, the U.S further sought to "encroach upon and
attack liberated zones, particularly in Central and Lower Laos,
to block our (DRV - author’s note) strategic transport routes".
In Cambodia, the U.S calculated to drive the DRV "out of
Cambodia, annihilate the Cambodian revolutionary movement,
and swiftly establish a new strategic defense line in Southeast
Asia to contain revolutionary movements" [45, pp. 224-225].

2.2.2. Methods of interdiction

From the mid-1960s, the U.S progressively mobilized
vast resources and employed various tactics to interdict Truong
Son routes. During the 1965-1968 period, the U.S launched
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fierce aerial bombardments against key choke points and
clusters, primarily at the entry passes to the West Truong Son
range, Northern and Southern areas of 9" route, and Central-
Lower Laos.

From late 1968, with the establishment of the McNamara
Line and the implementation of the Igloo White program, the
U.S officially deployed an electronic and automated battlefield
to enhance the efficiency of its interdiction war. The electronic
sensor system planted along Truong Son routes was, in essence,
a high-tech intelligence-gathering tool. By integrating this
intelligence through specialized aircraft to the Infiltration
Surveillance Center (ISC) at Nakhon Phanom (Thailand) and
then to strike aircraft, the U.S created a seamless, closed-loop
network utilizing the most sophisticated and modern
interdiction methods of the era.

Also starting in late 1968, the U.S adjusted its aerial strike
plans by deploying air forces to operate according to the
seasonal transport cycles on the routes. Furthermore, the U.S
utilized chemical agents through defoliation operations
(Operation Ranch Hand) and executed highly sophisticated
weather modification programs (Operation Popeye and
Commando Lava). In addition to using aircraft for the
aforementioned interdiction activities, millions of leaflets were
dropped to conduct psychological warfare. Regarding ground
forces, the U.S carried out small-scale operations
(reconnaissance and commandos) as well as numerous clearing
operations of varying scales. The most prominent of these was
Operation Lam Son 719, which involved a massive
mobilization of resources and ambitious strategic goals.

Consequently, Truong Son routes became a theater of a
comprehensive, total-force interdiction war, characterized by
unprecedented sophistication and ferocity. This complex array
of challenges presented a monumental obstacle for the Truong
Son soldiers in their struggle against U.S interdiction efforts
between 1965 and 1973.
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CHAPTER 3
ACTIVITIES AGAINST THE U.S IMPERIALISM
INTERDICTION OF
TRUONG SON ROUTES
(1965-1973)

3.1. Party policies and strategic direction

The forces intensified combat operations, consolidated the
theater to be comprehensive and strong, coordinated closely
with other battlefields, and mobilized all units on the routes to
resist interdiction through diverse and effective methods. To
thoroughly grasp and realize the Party's directives, the rigorous
selection and appointment of officers from the Party Committee
and Command of Group 559 down to the Logistics Lines
(Tuyén), Commo-logistics Stations (Binh tram), and individual
units were treated as a top priority. The cadre source for the
Group consisted of individuals with revolutionary ethics,
integrity, and professional competence, seconded or
supplemented by the General Command from Northern
agencies, Ministry of Defense departments, various military
branches and services, as well as civilian and Party officials.

To strengthen internal development, the Party Committee
and Command of Group 559 issued specialized resolutions on
cadre work, consistently focusing on training sources for
regimental, divisional, and equivalent levels in combined-arms
command proficiency. The leadership of the Central Party
Committee and the Central Military Commission was
consistently operationalized by the Group's Party Committee
and Command through "Action Resolutions" and the timely
assessment of practical realities.

On this basis, the Group's Party Committee and
Command provided swift directives to address the fierce
American bombardment. Furthermore, adjustments and lessons-
learned sessions were conducted after every transport campaign
or "General Offensive" throughout the shipping season to
continuously enhance the operational quality of the entire line.
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3.2. Consolidation and development of Truong Son
force

The forces implemented synchronized and effective
political and ideological education, established a robust
organizational structure ensuring both quantity and quality and
maintained the living standards for personnel across the entire
line, while coordinating closely with the Laos and Cambodian
revolutions.

Generally, if the total personnel of Group 559 in 1965 is
taken as a baseline of 1, the figures show consistent annual
growth through 1973. By 1968, the force had increased 2,3
times. The growth rate surged between 1969 and 1973;
specifically, it rose to 4,9 times in 1971, 5,4 times in 1972, and
reached 6 times the baseline by 1973 [79, pp. 274-276].

The general trend for each specialized branch within the
Truong Son forces also showed annual expansion. On average,
transport personnel were balanced at 21,72%, while combat and
support forces accounted for 54,82% [16, pp. 578-579].
Fundamentally, the annual variance in organizational staffing
remained minimal, which strengthened the Group's overall
force while avoiding disruptions to the equilibrium of the entire
strategic line.

Across the network from 1965 to 1973, there was a
notable shift in organizational form, evolving from Logistics
Lines (Tuyén) to Commo-logistics Stations (Binh tram). As the
organization matured, the Truong Son forces transitioned into
the Regional Division model. Furthermore, there was a constant
synergy between stationary forces and mobile forces. Stationary
forces consisted of Commo-logistics Stations staffed with
prescribed technical branches, while mobile forces were
specialized regiments or divisions deployed to specific areas
based on urgent operational requirements. These two forces
complemented each other in fulfilling strategic supply missions
and resisting interdiction [69, p. 90]. To defeat the U.S
interdiction war and accelerate strategic support, Truong Son
forces also prioritized the activities of medical units and liaison
(commo-postal) services to safeguard the quality and health of
their human resources.
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3.3. Development of a counter-interdiction posture

This was a people's war posture characterized by
combined, flexible, and persistent strength: ensuring a robust
transportation system; diversifying transport methods; and
executing brilliant camouflage and deception tactics. This effort
was closely coordinated with Laos and Cambodian revolutions,
featuring masterfully organized combined-arms operations,
proactive countermeasures, and sharp offensives that secured
final victory.

The expansion of longitudinal, latitudinal, and bypass
routes showed a consistent upward trend across three key
periods (1965-1966, 1967-1968, and 1971-1972). The
increasing ratio of bypass roads relative to main routes reflected
the upgrading of the network to meet the objective demands of
strategic supply, especially in the face of increasingly fierce U.S
interdiction.

About diversification of transport methods: Motorized
transport remained the core, supported by ever-evolving tactics.
Between 1969 and 1973, as the war of interdiction intensified,
concealing and preserving forces became paramount. Waterway
transport and fuel pipelines were two other critical methods
developed in tandem. By mastering natural laws, Truong Son
soldiers "harnessed" river currents as an effective means of
transport. Creative efforts included the construction of canals,
dams, and bamboo or stone grids to manage water flow and
cargo distribution.

Furthermore, the deployment of a strategic fuel pipeline
caught the U.S by surprise. This pipeline added a unique
"assault thrust”" to the overall offensive posture. Its operation
reduced reliance on traditional methods that were prone to high
risks and losses, while ensuring enough fuel to increase the total
motorized fleet capacity by 25-30%. In combat, camouflage and
deception became a distinct mode of resistance, preserving
forces while enhancing transport efficiency. Combined-arms
operations on the routes centered on the "truck-engineer-
artillery" (xe-cong-phéo) triad, where transport was the nucleus
supported by engineering and anti-aircraft forces.
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About “Command, Control, and Communications” (C3):
Command focused on the principle of continuous and direct
oversight, enabled by a communication network reaching down
to Commo-logistics Stations and traffic control posts. Ultra-
shortwave radio networks ensured seamless connectivity
between stations, key choke points, artillery positions, and
infantry. Using 1965 as a baseline 1, communication equipment
grew exponentially: by 1968, it had increased 17-fold. Most
notably, by 1971, 1972, and 1973, these figures surged to 60, 67,
and 76 times the baseline, respectively [61, p. 69; 79, pp. 274-
276].

Beside that, anti-aircraft defense and the "hidden routes"
system: Air defense was a life-or-death priority. The
deployment of anti-aircraft artillery (AAA) and 12,7 mm
machine guns reflected a massive effort to protect the line.
Compared to 1965, the number of AAA pieces tripled by 1968,
reached 6,3 times by 1970, and peaked at 8 times by 1972. The
birth of the "hidden routes" (duong kin) system created a new
strategic posture, with a 250 km frontage and six routes
crossing the Truong Son range to connect with the West. On
these hidden roads, trucks operated day and night under dense
forest canopies to evade aerial detection. At night, convoys
continued on "open routes" (duong hd), using camouflage and
decoys to lure AC-130 gunships into lethal traps set by anti-
aircraft units. By 30% January, 1972, the "hidden routes" system
was fully operational, reducing transport time by 10-20 days. In
the 1971-1972 dry season, it carried 72.441 tons (145% of the
target) and handled 71% of the logistics required for the 1972
Strategic Offensive.

Throughout the struggle (1965-1973), Truong Son
soldiers defeated every enemy tactic, from mid-to-large-scale
clearing operations and commando raids to high-tech aerial
strikes. Most notably, they neutralized and bankrupted the
sophisticated "electronic-automated battlefield." Statistics show
that between 1965 and 1973, Truong Son forces eliminated over
15.500 enemy personnel and downed or damaged over 900 U.S
aircraft [8, p. 101]. The failure of ground incursions
(culminating in Operation Lam Son 719), the cessation of
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Commando Hunt VII, and the end of Operation Igloo White
signaled the total collapse of the U.S interdiction campaign.

By maintaining and expanding this vital artery, Truong
Son soldiers fulfilled their key logistical mission. The volume
of supplies in Phase 3 (1969-1972) was 33 times that of Phase 2,
and 180 times that of Phase 1 [59, pp. 48-49]. This success not
only fueled the revolution in South Vietnam but also served as a
strategic logistics source for the revolutionary struggles of Laos
and Cambodian peoples during the 1973—1975 period.
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CHAPTER 4
SOME COMMENTS AND LESSONS LEARNED

4.1. Characteristics

The war unfolded across a vast geographical space, was
continuous and intense, involved the mobilization of large-scale
resources, employed a wide diversity of counter-interdiction
measures and featured close solidarity among three Indochinese
countries.

4.2. Historical significance

Kept an iconic symbol of the great resistance war;
fulfilled the mission of strategic military supply and
transportation route; contributed to drawing and attriting enemy
forces; and fostered significant advances in Vietnamese military
art.

4.3. Lessons learned

Thoroughly internalizing and effectively applying the
Party’s guidance on the offensive spirit in carrying out this
mission; emphasizing the human factor while strengthening
organization and force development to ensure the successful
fulfillment of the strategic military transportation and supply
mission; proactively engaging with operational realities to
defeat all schemes and methods aimed at interdicting the
strategic military transportation system amid rapid advances in
hi-tech war conditions; strengthening and consolidating the
solidarity and alliance among Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia.
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CONCLUSION

1. In order to interdict the support from the North to the
South revolution, since 1965, US imperialsm conducted a
comprehensive war of aggression. In which, Truong Son routes
became key point of interdiction. After Genéve Agreement (21-
7-1954), The 17" parallel was gradually considered by the U.S
and RVN as a "border" to realize the long-term intention of
turning South Vietnam into a separate country in the "free
world". The 17" parallel from a temporary military demarcation
line became a place to divide the country. It deeply affected the
thoughts and aspirations of most compatriots, cadres and
soldiers. Entering the resistance war against the U.S, national
salvation was to continue to carry out the people's national
democratic revolution in the South, also to protect the
independence of DRV.

The Resolution No.15 of the Party Central Committee
opened a new step forward for the development direction of the
Vietnamese revolution. From Dong khoi movement (1959-
1960), the Southern revolution gradually "transformed" and
developed strongly. Each step forward of the Southern
revolution was closely linked to the support resources from the
large rear in the North. From here, Truong Son routes gradually
evolved to response the supporting demand for the South,
serving the war of national liberation. It can be affirmed that:
The development of Truong Son routes was closely attached to
the growth of Southern revolution. However, the U.S top
concern will persist as long as Truong Son routes still exists.

Switching from a “special war” to a “local war”, the U.S
decided to directly employ forces equipped with modern
equipment and superior force in the confrontation with DRV. It
was a confrontation between one side pushing to carry out the
strategic support mission on the path of developing
revolutionary position and strength (1964-1965), the other side
based on the all-round superiority of the capitalist superpower
with the ambition to achieve the goals in the interdiction plan.
For that reason, the inevitability of an extremely fierce war in
Truong Son space sooner or later would occur. This was a war
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to destroy the strategic logistics system on a large scale, rare in
the history of world military. Because the U.S had mobilized
and deployed all its forces, systematically and methodically,
bringing the interdiction war from conventional methods to a
highly automated war. Although at this time, DRV was still at
the development level of an agricultural country and its
potential was still low.

2. The war against the U.S interdiction for Truong Son
routes was an integral part of the resistance war against the
U.S, national salvation. Carrying out the task of transporting
strategic military support was an urgent and continuous
requirement throughout the resistance war against the U.S,
national salvation (1954-1975). The development of the
Southern revolution was closely linked to the continuity and
growth of activities on Truong Son routes. It was a guarantee of
strategic connection between the great rear base and the great
front line. With its position and role, the uniqueness of Truong
Son strategic military support routes was both a key logistics
supply system and a particularly fierce battlefield. This was
where a comprehensive, large-scale confrontation happened
between revolutionary and counter-revolutionary forces.

On the U.S and its allies' side, the interdiction war for
Truong Son routes had a general impact on U.S policies in
RVN and more broadly the Indochina peninsula. For DRV, the
special battlefield on Truong Son strategic military transport
routes, along with the large southern front, the large northern
rear and other battlefields, was the place to share the fire in the
comprehensive and fierce battle in many areas of the Indochina
one.

Not only the key military transport line, but Truong Son
routes was also an important direction to attract and destroy the
enemy's forces with the largest, most modern weapons and
equipment at that time. The anti-interdiction progress had a
multi-dimensional impact, placed in the general situation of the
resistance war against the U.S, national salvation.

3. The anti-interdiction fight of Truong Son soldiers went
through unprecedented fierce challenges in the history of the
nation's resistance to foreign invasion. That fierceness was not
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only shown through the number of bombs and shells dropped on
Truong Son, but also in many other aspects, such as: the
sophistication and lethality of high-intensity, dense bombs and
shells, notably the appearance of many new-generation ("smart""
bombs and mines); sophisticated chemical warfare or delicate
and formidable electronic and automated battlefields, etc.

Facing the U.S power, Truong Son soldiers entered the
battle for survival with the spirit of "dare to fight, know how to
fight, fight and win". This’s the inheritance of the thousand-year
tradition of the Vietnamese people’s indomitable patriotism.
Under the leadership of the Vietnam Workers' Party and
President Ho Chi Minh, patriotism was developed to a higher
level, becoming revolutionary heroism. With great
determination, courage, intelligence and creativity, Truong Son
solders defeated the U.S interdiction war. That victory was
accompanied by the strengthening of the military transportation
mission, which provided strategic support to the South and
other battlefields across Indochina. It must be affirmed that:
Truong Son strategic military transport system was one of the
great works of the 20" century, representing the intellectual
height and mettle of the Vietnamese People when defeating the
modern material strength of the U.S empire.

Along with the achievements, Truong Son soldiers also
had some limitations in the mission. With the spirit of serious
criticism and gradual improvement, the quality of the entire
Corps' activities was improved. That was demonstrated through
the development of the military transport system to provide
strategic support to Truong Son routes — Ho Chi Minh routes in
the final stage of the resistance war against the U.S, national
salvation (1973-1975).

4. The victory of the war against the U.S interdiction for
Truong Son routes was also a common achievement of the army
and people of the three Indochinese countries. The development
of Truong Son strategic military support transport line was
closely linked to the revolutionary struggle of the army and
People of the three Indochinese countries.

Since the "turning" to the West of Truong Son (1961), the
strategic military support transport line gradually extended deep
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and far to the Central and Southern Laos, even to the
northeastern region of Cambodia. That development reflected
the inevitable need for a strategic logistics routes in the
resistance war against the U.S, national salvation. At the same
time, this was also a vivid demonstration reflecting the
objective requirements in the support requests of the Laos and
Cambodian revolutions.

The support of Laos and Cambodian People where the
routes passed through and the surrounding corridor was
demonstrated in many aspects. In particular, without the
"unanimity and cooperation" of Laos and Cambodian people,
Truong Son support routes system would encounter difficulties
for expanding and consolidating. Faced with the fierce U.S
bombing and blockade, without the "sharing the same fate" of
Laos and Cambodian People, the fight to ensure the continuity
of the strategic logistics line would have been much more
difficult. Not only that, the deep intervention of the U.S in Laos
internal (since 1962) and Cambodian internal affairs (since
1970) made the internal situation of each country more
complicated. Therefore, the just struggle for independence of
the Peoples of the two countries was affected in multiple
dimensions and faced many difficulties due to the absence of a
strategic supply line. Consequently, Truong Son routes became
the central and indispensable strategic logistical line for the
armed forces and Peoples of the three Indochinese countries in
their common struggle for a shared goal.

Typically, in the years 1970-1971, the close coordination
between the army and people of the three Indochinese countries
made great achievements, gradually defeating the U.S strategy
of "Vietnamization of the war", "Laoization of the war" and
"Khmerization of the war". Therefore, ensuring the smooth
operation of Truong Son strategic military transport line
through the three Indochinese countries held even greater
strategic significance. This victory contributed to building a
golden monument to the special solidarity and friendship of the
Vietnamese, Laos and Cambodian peoples in the resistance war
against the U.S, national salvation.
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5. The war to interdict and counter-interdict Truong Son
routes left profound historical lessons for the cause of building
and defending the socialist Vietnamese Fatherland today and in
the future. From the vivid practice of Truong Son soldiers, first
and foremost is the deep understanding and flexible application
of Marxism-Leninism, Ho Chi Minh's thought and the Party's
revolutionary line in carrying out the task of transporting
strategic military support.

Through the life-and-death struggle in Truong Son,
revolutionary heroism was clearly fostered and promoted. That
further affirms the importance of the human factor in war.
When this factor are fully, correctly and promptly equipped
with political and ideological knowledge, are tempered in multi-
dimensional practice, and mature in the revolutionary struggle
environment, they become active subjects contributing to
turning the tide of battle, mastering weapons and means, and
gradually achieving achievements in the revolutionary cause.
The victories and painful lessons of the war against the U.S
interdiction for Truong Son routes (1965-1973) left behind
practical experiences in building transport infrastructure in
wartime conditions, the art of leadership, command,
organization and development of forces to ensure strategic
logistics and the art of combat, especially the coordination of
arms in military transport.

In the cause of defending the Fatherland today, political
and ideological work needs to be given more attention.
Standing out in combat practice and ensuring combat is the
flexible application of revolutionary offensive ideology — the
core for the struggle process development. On that basis, the
correctly assessing lessons for the correlation of forces, other
external factors, developing the routes and bridges battle,
organizing and arranging forces and, most importantly,
effectively operating the method of arms coordination in the
national defense and people's security battle has been still
valuable. In the current context, it is even more urgent to meet
the requirements when carrying out the task of protecting the
Fatherland early and from afar.



22

Applied to current practice, the task of building and
strengthening the strategic logistics support system continues to
be invested. This demonstrates the profound understanding and
serious implementation of Resolution of the 13" National Party
Congress, in the period ahead, the Resolution of the 14th
National Party Congress, Resolution 05-NQ/TW on the
organization of the Vietnam People's Army for the period 2021-
2030 and the following years (17% January, 2022), Resolution
1658-NQ/QUTW on leading the logistics work of the Vietnam
People's Army until 2030 and the following years (20 February,
2022), Resolution 230-NQ/QUTW on leading the
implementation of the organization of the Vietnam People's
Army for the period 2021-2025 and the following years (April
274 2022), Resolution 44-NQ/TW on the strategy to protect the
Fatherland in the new situation. This synchronous effort of the
entire political system aims to strive to build a revolutionary,
disciplined, elite and modern Vietnam People's Army by 2030.
In which, ensuring the solid, regular and effective logistics and
technical tasks is a key pillar of the national defense and
people's security.

Until today and tomorrow, Truong Son routes — Ho Chi
Minh routes will forever be one of the shining typical symbols
of the Vietnamese People's determination to fight and defeat the
U.S, the steadfast and indomitable will, the high intelligence of
the comprehensive and creative thinking, the unparalleled
People's war strategy and the eternal sacred aspiration: national
unification.

With the country united as one, Truong Son routes — Ho
Chi Minh routes continues to play a key role in the economic
and defense development strategy of the country. Truong Son
routes — Ho Chi Minh routes system, together with the entire
nation, firmly moves forward for a peaceful and prosperous
Vietnam, for the happiness of the People.
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